]  TheCaſe of many of the {[nbabitants of Covent Gard:n. 


Feer all poſſible means had been uſed by divers Inhabitants of the 
A «16 Parifh, tor the Reformation of many Injuries done unto the 


4 Pariſhioners by ſome few of the Veſtry ; And after ſeverall of the 
IF - Governours themſelves had otcen perſwaded chem to regulate the. Aﬀayrs 
{*:iof the Pariſh, which were carried on moſt Uncqually, Scandalouſly, and 
{ Unjuſtly, They ar length, nor finding any Redrefſe, but that Afﬀtrongs and 
Þ Diſturbances were daily multiplied upon them, humbly applied themſelves 
| - for Relicfe unto his Highneſs che Lord Protector by Petition, as tolloweth, 


To his Highneſſe the Lord ProteBor &c. 
_ The humble Petition of many of che Inhabitants of Covent Garden , 


J Sheweth : 

- T' Hat whereas moſt of the Inhabitants of the Precin of Covent Garden, payd very 
\ ® oreat Fines at the firſt, beſides their yeerly Rents, for their now dwelling Houſes, 
' being promiſed by the Earle of Bedford, that be would both build them a free Chappel 
F - andendow it at bis own coſt ( which promiſe was for many years performed in part ) 
FA ' mhereby they mrght with more conventency bear the word of God, and recerue the Sa- 
Ii . craments tothe benefit of their own ſoules, and wſtrufion of their families; yet znthe 
# Jeare 1646, an Ordinance was procured byſome perticular perſons, without the know- 
£5 edge or conſent of the greater number of the Inhabitants from the Lirds and Commons, 
+ to make the Precinf Parochiall, and to leaty great ſummes of Money upon the Pa- 
] Y : Tifruncr 5; apporrovery 4+. todo Gvuurooours of the feyd Pf . the 038 balfe conſiſt- 
' mngof Lords, Knights, and Eſquires, and the other balfe of Tradeſmen, wherty there 
* , megbt be an equality 1n the levying all Taxes, with a Proviſion in the Ordinance, 
'. that if any diea,or left the Pariſh,another ſhould be choſen in hi place by the Conveca- 
 tionof the Pariſh; yet ſo it ts, that many of the firſt Rankbeing dead or gone, the Pa- 
| 7:ſb have not had any free Eleflion , but the Tradeſmen continue the power in their 
| own hands, laying nhat Taxes they pleaſe and upon whom they pleaſe, tnſomuch that 
the Monthly Aſſeſſment t«& trebled upon ſome, and ſlackued aponothers : And wher- 
as one complains of the Tax, ten complain of the Diſproportion : ſo that ſome ef them 
being diſaffeied to the preſent Government; doe by all means endevour to make it in- 

ſapportable to others, who in all humble duty deſire to live tn Obeatence. 
Wherefore there being no other way wherby your Petitioners may be nalie- 
ved, but by addreſſing themſelves to your Highneſs, the power that madh the 
Ordinance being determined , who reſerved to themſelves Authorty by a 

Clauſe in the Ordinance toregulate it upon any juſt occaſion. | 


. we your moſt humble petitioners doe deſire that other per- 
ſons may be appornted,, to whom we may repatr for reliefe for 
theſe grievances which are beerunto annexed, and others that 

ſhall be preſented by the reſt of the Inhabitants. 
eAnd as in duty bound we ſhall always pray & c. 


Ar the ſame time another Petition for Churchwardens, the ſeating of 
the Pariſhioners in the Church, (who payd tawards the maintenance of * 
the Miniſter, yct were ſecluded from having —_ by ſome of the Veſtry) 

| | "nd 
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& for taking an account of ſome thouſands of pounds which have been co!- 
le&ed from the Inhabitants, bur never counted for to them fince Covent Gay- 
dex was made Parochiall, was preſented in theſe words, ; 


To bis Hegpbneſs the Lord ProteRor of the Common-wealth of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland gc. | 


Thehumble Petition of many the Inhabirants of Covent Gardey, 


$heweth : | | 
Hat about 1646, the Precin# of Covent Garden was made Parochial ty 
[ an Ordinance of the Lords and (ommons: and 34. Perſons therein appoin- 
ted to raiſe a maintenance for the Miniſter : Butſs it # , that ſome of the 
ſaid 34 Perſons upon pretence of the ſayd Ordinance have got ſeveral great ſummes 
of money into their hands, of which never any. account bath beene made wpon Oath , 
either amongft themſelves or to the Inbabitants , but have migent and miſimpleyed 
great part thereof, And dos often indireftly meet and off ume unts themſelves the aiſ- 
poſall of the Seats of the Church, ſelling them at great prizes, grutng them to one a- 
nother for nothing, not permitting the Ancient Inhabitants tobe ſeated under great 
Jummes of mony. And do make Taxes, and Rate $,concerning the Parlſh,none of which 
matters either the Ord:nance or any Commiſſion from the Inhabitants impowre them 
z0 does; beereby oppoſing the general forme of all other Parifh Government , inſomuch 
that if timely remedy be wot applyed many great diſorders are likely to ariſe among 
the Inbebitants. C 
Aday ts therefore pleaſe your Highneſſe to sypoint ſome perſons who may take 
473 account upon Oath 1m wo ro ence of the Inhabitants of all monies already 


recerved by any of the 34. Perſous aforeſaid, and nay receive and redrefſe ſuch 


71EUGRCES, 45 are beerein , or [Hall bee preſented by the Inbabjtants. 
" And that for the LL Church- wardens may bee eleBed » axd the 


Seats of the Church which now are , and bavelately fallen yoid, may bee 
d:fpoſed of to the Inhabitants , according totheir Duslitie and Offices 
they have borne in the Pariſh, and that ſuch Affaires as concerne the P1- 
riſh may bee carried on after the manner of all other Pariſhes in En- 


gland,and not otherwiſe. 


And your Petitioners ſhall pray 8c. 


The names of the Petitioners are as followeth. 


> The Lord Monſon. Anthony Mildmay Elq. Tobn Donne Eſq. 
The Lord Lucas. Fo. Bradſhaw Eq. Anthony Basky. 
Sir David watkins Kt, william Gape Gent. Garret Otten. 
. and Juſtice of Peace. Dr. Baber one of the Rob,Hamthorn Gent. 
Sir Humphrey Tracy Kr. Governers. 1. Atkins Elq. 
_ and Baroner. James Daccors Gent. Peter Lilly Gent. 
Sir Thomas Smith Kt. James Weaver Gent, Henry wilbrohanny. 
Sir Edmund Pie Knight, Dr. Charletor. Henry Halphpeny. 
Sir William Gideon Kr, william Barkftead. rilltam Smith. 
Edmynd walter Eſq. willam Liske. Thomas Leeke. 
Duncay Manto Gent,one MNzcholss Bartram, Ambony 
of the Governers. Evas Jones. L, Botler. 
i * Alexander Thaine Elq. Kichard Thornton. George Clatke, 
Dr. Nicholas Fisk one of Hugh Chopiagtos. Recbard Fuller Gent, 
the Governers, Tohn Miller Gear. Tohn Cragmyll, 


xo: 


* Wn. 


Rob. Abdie. 
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Tobn weſton. 


Tohn Beard. 


Sir william Parkhurſt Ke, Rowland Chipnain. william Hubter'. 
Dr. wemw. George weathel.. S. Marriot G. 
T. Fleſſars Gent. Richard Fowkes. Tohn Rumney. 
George Pulliers. Themas wels, Gabriel Cumberland, 
George Stowell. Rich ard Maior. T ho. Tate, 
Tohn Barfton. Charles william Heſlington, 
Roberb Triplet. Peter Draper. will, Tilor. 
Toba Hatton, Edmund Badſharr. Richard Farr, 
Tobn Littlell, Tho. Mofin, Icho Loisde. 
Thomas Letgh, wall. Packer, . William Elcock. 
Griffin Parrate will. Drayton. william Long. 
Edward Haynes, Nath. Litton, Hugh Dats, 
Sir Preor Tobn Hadlay. rilltam Ledell, 
Richard willtams. wil Liske. David [delst. 
wiltam Brew, . Thomas Reyaolds, Edmund Combes, 
Robert Blake. Richard Lewes. Ralph waytt. 
George Clare. Thomas Farlqe. 
Tobn Miller, W, David. 

Gentlemen. Gentlemen, Gentlemen. 


The Perſons wh are tn the Veftry,and moleff the Pariſhioners , are 5, 2.Bakers, 2.Pea- 
lars, 2,07 3, Tayla s, 2. Alebouſe- keepers, 1. Broker. Having the Pariſh money 11 


their Purſes which they ſpend at their pleaſure, accounting only to one another. 


— 


The Complaints which were exhibired wich che Pciicion,are as followeth. 


Severall Complaints aud Grievances of the Inhavutants of Covent Garden, 


to be preſented to bus Highneſſe the Lord Protefor for Redreſſe. 


I Hat upon prerence of an Ordinance of Lords and Commons for 
making Covent Garden Parochiall , 12,0r 13.0ot the Inhabitants 
haveindiretly gor into the Veſtry , contrary to the intention of 


the Ordinance it ſelfe, uſurping a power over their Neighbours, and upon 
prerence thereof have got ſeverall greatſummes intotheir hands, and doe 
{till meer and contrive to rayſe and force moneys ur of the Inhabitants,and 
give our in ſpeeches, that if any private perſon ſhall withſtand or nor pay 
in {uch moneyes as they aſlcſle upon him, thar they will Indic or ſue him, 
or 4iſtraine his goods, or out-ſpend him with the Pariſh ſtock, even ina 
Cuurte at Common Law. I 
2. Thar beſides the moneyes often colleced in the Church , and by rea- 


ſon of the breach of many Penall Lawes againſt Drinking, Swearing,and ri- 
ding in Coaches on the Sabbarh,the ſayd perſons doe levieand aflefie great 


'fummes of money , upon pretence of maintenance for the poore, whereas 


there is nor one poor Inhabirant in the Pariſh, 

3. Thar they preſume to ſell the Seats in the Church for two Lives, 
(though chey are at the ſolediſpoſall of the Lord ProteQor) and have im- 
poled on fome Sears 22, 30. and 60, pounds a piece, a thing never heard of 
in any Pariſh before. And wheras in all other Parifhes of England, the In- 
habicanes uſe to be ſeated according to their Quality, and Offices they have 
born in the Pariſh, they not only refuſe to doe fo, but ſell and rent rhemeven 
to ſtrangers that dwell not in the Pariſh ; Inſomuch that the Inhabitants 

| themſelves 
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themſelves who pay very great rares rowards the maintenance of the Mi- 
niſter cannot without paying ſuch unreaſonable high prizes procure any 
placein the Church. 

4. Thar notwithſtanding when a ſear falls void , thoſe Perſons in the 
Veſtry vote ir, (as they call it) to one anorher for nothing ; never acquain- 
ting thePariſhioners with it, who have often delir'd to be ſeated but cannot, 

5, Thar ro che greardiſhonor of God , the ſcandall of all good people, 
the ignominy and ſhame of the Pariſh, the ſayd Perſons have ſer and ap- 
poynred a Woman ofa moſt lewd fame tro keepe the ſeates: and when 
complaint was made of her life, and rhar ſhee kepta diſorderly houſe, and 
that ſhe ſo plac'd yong 'men and women together in ſears where they mighe 
treat and conclude their abominable deſignes, during Divine worſhip, and 
thar ſeverall Gentlemen had beene infe&ed in her houſe with the fowle 
Diſcaſe, and ſeverall proofes heard about it, yet would they not proceed to 
remoove her, bur according to their cuſtome would Vote her tocontinue. 

6. Tharttothegrear offence of many godly people (as hath beene pub- 
likely printed and intimated to my Lord ProteQor) they keepe inan Ale- 
houſe keeper for the publike reading of the word of God in the Church : 
and allow him no leſs then 40 1. per eAnr.a revenew above ſome Church- 
es in London, and which might bee a comfortable refreſhment and encou- 
ragement to many a godly Miniſter about this Towne , who lives in great 
want and neceſhty. | 

7. Thar the ſaid perſons have not theleaſt Authority from the Ordi- 
pance to make any Rate or Tax except for the Miniſter, yer doe they make 
all, though ir were left to the Inhabitants themſelves. 


$. Thar all the Taxes in che Pariſh are moſt unequall, and diſproporti- 
onall upon moſt of the Inhabitants, and though they have been often pre(- 


ſed to ſer ſome equall Rule (asa pound rate or thelike) for raiſing of Tax- 
es upon the Parithioners, yet have they with yery great obſtinacy refuſed ir, 
declaring that they themſelves would Tax as they thought fie ; which Ar- 
birrary way of proceeding hath made many diſturbances in the Pariſh, and 
forced ſeverall Inhabitants either to leave their Houſes, or take them in 0- 
ther mens names, 

9. Thar of all the moneyes aſlſcfſed by them , there was never any ac- 
count given tothe Pariſhioners fince it was a Pariſh, Nay for ſome Rates 
they have aſſeſſed much more money then would defray the charge,which 
moneys are continued in private hands, or ſpent as it hath beene reported 
at their private Feaſts, 

:@. Thar they demanda moſt unreaſonable Rates from the Inhabitants for 
Burialls inthe Church, and refuſe to let the ground be broke, before the 
money be payd. : 

11. Thar moſt injuriouſly, unneceſiarily, and tmprovidently , they lay 
our ſuch moneys as have been given to the Pariſh, w vaiuc aud fovulifh uſes, 
(as it is beleeved to ſet their Acquaintance awork with the Pariſh money) 
Tz. abour 1o9l. for a Painted Cage. | 

12, Thar they have ofcen conſulred how to circumvent the Pariſhioners 
of their Money, and have endeavoured to engage the Pariſh ſtock to pay 
private Contracts. | 

13. That the fayd perſons mer together , declared that whoſoever of their 
Neighbours ſhall come unto the Veſtry, ought to ſtand bare before them, 
rhinking by this means to avoyd all debating of Redrefles, knowing that 
the Inhabicants ſcorn to ge it, = FLO ct 
14. That 


Gus 
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14. That at their meetings in the Veftry, they often fall into moſt rude 
and inſolent Expreſſions amongſt themſelves ; and when they have been ad- 
moniſhed of their irregular proceedings by fome of the Board, great At- 
fronts and Provocations have been returned. | 
| 15. Thar in the Veſtry hath been offeredo comply with one anothers 
Defignes, Suppers of thirty or forty ſhillings. 

16, That they have ſent intheir Bills of Sack and Tobacco ſpent at the 
Alchouſe of the Reader aforeſaid, ro be paid our of the Pariſh money. 

17, Thar ſome of them outot a Deſign co be made High Burgefles and 
Aſſiſtants, have betrayd rhe Pariſh into the JuriſdiRion of che Courr Houle 
at reftminfter ; wheras the Precin@ of Covent Garden having beene hecrtio— 
fore a Priviledged place , ought ſtill ro have enjoyd its Priviledge. As the 
SaV0y SC, 

is, That there hath been falſfifying of the Pariſh Books, 

19. That when the Inhabitanrs met on the 25. of March laſt paſt,to chuſe 
Surveyors for the High wayes, according tohis Highneſs Ordinance, They 
in their Veſtry vored and nominated two perſons, whom the Pariſh had nor 
choſen, ſecluding the Inhabitants from the ſayd choice, though they were 
often perſwaded to the contrary. And if ſome prudent perſons had nor in- 
cerpolſed, in probability there had been ſtirred up a great rumult and Rior. 
And ſince their pretended EleQion, they nave chrearned thar if the two 
perſons whom they have choſen, ſhall nor underrake the ſayd Office, thar 
they will vex and moleſt them by all maner of waies of expence,& endevour 
creat Fines to be layd upon them ; and doe ule all means poſſible ro make © 
voyd the choice of thoſe two perſons whom the Inhabirants in purſuatce 
of-the ſaid Ordinance did elc&t. 

20, Thar fince (overt Gurdez was made Parochiall, they never have or 
would uponfrequent Admonition, Convocate the Pariſh according to the 
intention of the Ordinance, for the chooſing of Governours , leſt the Pariſh 
ſhould Ele& ſuch as mighr perceive & prevent their Arbitrary proceedings, 
Neither hath there been a publike warning for the Veſtry to meet, but pri- 
vate, of ſuch only as they think moſt conducing to their turns. 

- .__ 21, Tharthough the Ordinance dorh enjointhe Veſtry to chooſe an Aſ- 
. ſiſtanr for the Miniſter, yer have they never proceeded therein, by which 
means the Inhabitants have nor enjoyd ſuch plentiful benefits of the Goſpel, 
as the Parliament did crdin, and the Godly party deſires. 

22, That alchough by che ſollicitation of ſome of the Veſtry, feverall 
dayes wereſer for the Reforming of all the foreſayd Grievances, yer when 
they were come rogetier, they would delay the time with many frivolous 
and flight pretenſions of bufinefſe, and would nor proceed in the worke of 
Reformation, caſting many aſperſions upon ſome of the Inhabitants, not 
forbearing ſeverall unhandſome RefleAtions upon his Highneſle the Lord: 
ProteQor himſelfe. DRE. 


” 


Another Payer of Grievances was preſented as followeth, 
Har all the Inhabirants may be afſembled ro know whether they deſire 
the Precin& of Covent Garden ſhould be made a Pariſh, 
2, Thatin caſe it be made a Pariſh, there may be Churchwardens and 
other Officers, as arc in all other Pariſhes. ED | 
3. Thar ſome perſon may be appointed to take an Accompt of all the 
Money that hath beene gathered fincethe beginning of the Ordinance, by 
which ic was (protempore) made a Pariſh. | | T 
B That 
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4. That the Chappell which ar firſt was promiſed tobe free , may nor 
be tet our in Tenements to Strangers, bur that the Inhabitants may treely 
come and hear the word of God, without paying at firſt a great Fine,andat 
Annuall Rent ro the Governours. : 

5. Thar ſecing greatſummes of Money are colleQed for the relicfe ofthe 
Poor, it may not be imployQ to any other uſe, bur a Liſt of names of the 
Poor may be kepr, wherby every body may know where thoſe Poor live, 
and an Accompr hung up in Tables in the Church as it is in other Pariſhes. 

6. That the Pariſh may be cicered from all Bulks, and Inmares,of which 
the Governours themſelves are many of them guilty ; it being unreaſonable 
that they ſhould peſter the Pariſh with Inmates, and Tax other mentor 
their mainrenance.. | | 

=. Thatno man may be made a Goyernour thatlives by defrauding the 

ore, of which ſort arc all Alehuuſekeepers. 

8. That Taxes may belaid according co the Rents of Houſes, otherwiſe 
a Taylor, Baker, Pedlar, or Broker, ſhall take a great houle, and living in 
2 lircle ſhop or hovel himſelfe ; may entertain Ambaſſadors, Earles, Lords, 
and great families,and the Taxcs onely layd upon theTradeſman accordir 
tohis condition; and if a Gentleman take a houſe onely for himſelfe and « 
private family, ail Taxes are doubled and many timesereble&upon him. 

9. That in Caſe any differences ariſe berweene the Inhabitants and the 
Governours : (which may be very well ſuppoſed as long as they governe by 

an Arbitrary power ) the Governours may nor ſue the Inhabicants with 

their owne money which rhey have chrezened , and when chey ſummoned 
Come of the Pariſhioners before the LordsCommiſhoners of the great Seale, 
they not being able co make good their complainelet their Cauſe fall, and 
ering certaine vagabonds into the habit of Souldiers , ſent them into the- 
uſes of many of the Pariſhioners, and violently forced away theis goods, 
which they needed nor have done if they could have done ie in legall way. 

Upon preſenting of theſe Papers to his Highneſle, on the behalfe of che 

Inhabicants by Mr. Lozg, oneof the Maſters Requeſt, it was ordered 
as followeth on the back {ide of che Perition. 
Mund. June 11,1655. 
Is Highneſſe «pox peruſal! of this Petetion and Papers annexed; pleaſed to referr 
®the ſame to John Sadler, Thomas Manby, Richard Lucy, John Hillly, 
axd John Ruſhworth, Eſqs. Mr. Hugh Peters, or any three or more of them, to ex- 
amene ib: naters complainedof , toftate matter of fa, andreport to bis Highneſſe 
how they find the ſame , with therr opinion what u proper to bee done for redreſſe 
theresn. ; LANE © 


\ 


Tiuis Reference of his Highneſle being brought unto the Referees afore- 
:2yd,tncy immediarly made an Order of Summons for the Convocating of 
the Parithioness, and alſo thoſe of the Veſtry complained of, who uſed all 
ingiredt means eo hinder the meeting of the Pariſh, and ſo ro fruſtrate his 
Highnefte Order. Notwithſtanding by che care of che Reſcrecs, there 
was 2 freedome given forthe Pariſhioners to meet, and in the preſence of 
borh fides ſeveral] daies,they examined the Complaints aforeſaid,and heard 
divers proofs concerning the ſame, aſwel from perſons of Honour and Qua- 


lity, as from the Veſiry Books themſelves, and did thereupon inthe Veſtry 


Roome, after a private debate amongſt themſelves, agree upon a Report. 
Bur before they cauſed each partic co withdra w , they uſed all manner 
of Chriſtian and prudent exhortations ro compoſe the differences in hand 
berweene 


v 


— rr ( ©  " ml =? P_—Y ProwAy LE WEN Nt pn Ivy — SE FAD = 


Oy My, apy 


Y & — --E f92 


t! 


7 | . 
betweenc thoſe of the Veſtry and the Pariſhioners, and to joyne in ſuch a 
ſobcr and juft ſettlement for the ſuture as might be for the ſarislattion and 
content of all rhe Inhabitants and publice good of the Pariſh. ; 

Upon this propoſition, all the Petitioners did immediately profeſſe 
their conſent to ſtvmir che whole matter ro any derermiiation, which eicher 
all che Referees or any 2 or 3 of them ſhould thinke fir, and declared a very 

reat willingneſle ro acquietce therein. | 

Arlength after many Arguments uted, even thoſe of the Yeſtry alſo ( Cx” 
ceptipg but one Perſon who is looked on as the chicte incendiary 1n rheie 
unbappy conteſts )conſented to referr all diff-reaces paſt to be compoled by 
ewo of the Referces, and to ſubmir ro ſuch tetlement as rhey ſhould rainke 
fir co ordaine for the rime to come. 
$0 neare was the peace of the whole Pariſh cffeaed,but by the obſtinacy 
of that diſſenting Pcrfon kept a farr off. 

Whereupon a full unanimous cquſenr being wanting, the Reterces were 
neceſfirared to proceed indrawing up che Report which was formerly a- 
orced ON, as followeth, | 

|  Tobs Highneſſe the Lord ProteSor. 

Alay it pleaſe your Highneſs : 
fa, ro your Highneſs Reference of the 1 1.Zune 1655.upon the Pe- 
A-ticion of many of the Inhabirants of Covent Garden, we have examined 
the particulars complained of, in the preſence of the ſayd Inhabitants and- ” 
Governours, and we find the ſubſtance of the ſeverall Complaints contain- 
ed in the Pertirions and Articles thereto annexed, to ke in efte as followerh. 

1, That Covent Garden being made a Pariſh of ir ſelfe by Ordinance of 
Parizament 7, Fan. 16.45. and thcreby 34.Governours named and appointed, 
many of which are deceaſed,and others gone and new ones elected by ſome 
of the remayving Governours , in that place which they call the Velſtry, 
without any convening of che Parifhioners , or notice to them of ſuch Ele- 
&ion,though the ſaid Ordinance doth appoint in theſe words : That asoften 
asthe ſaid Governours ſhall die or bee removed, the Houfholders Inhabi- 
ants within the ſayd new ere&ed Pariſh, or rhe major part of them, within 
the ſpace of rwo Months after ſuch death or removall, aud in defaulr rher- 
of the remaining Governours, or the greater humber ef-them, may chooſe 
another in the place cf him or them dying or removed, which ſaid Gover- 
nours, and their Succefſlors, or the greater number of them as ſhalbe Aﬀem- 
bled rogether upon publike warning, thall have power from time to time to 
nominate and appointa Clark, Sexron, Conſtables, Scavengers, and all o- 
ther Officers for the Precin&. | 5 O 

2, That ſome of the ſayd Governours at their Veſtry meetings without 
publike warning of tuch meerings do make, alter,or allow divers Rates and 
Afeſſements nor comprifed within rhe Ordinance, as namely for reliete of 
the Poor, Hizh wayes, and thoſe not according ro the Rears they pay, bue 
according to their abiliuuws-end cftares lying elfwhere out of the ſaid Pariſh, 
wheras it they had power to make ſuch Rares, which ir ſeemes they have 
nor, yer ought rlie ſame to be made by a pound rate, according to the rents 
ot che Houſes ; the Ordinance ſeeming ſo ro expreſſe the ſame in theſe 
words ; Thae the ſayd Rates ſhalbe Aſſcficed uponrhe ſayd Inhabitants ac- 
cording t© their abilities, not exceeding the ſum of eighreene pence in the 
pou __ proportion to.their ſeverall Rents tor any one year,and ſo propor- 
tcnably. 

3- Thar the fayd Governours have received great ſums of Money, aſwell by vertue of 
char 
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that Ordir ance, for p:nalties upon Lawes lince that time made, 3s for the fale of Seaty 
the Church, and yet do they give no publike or ocher Accompts fave amongſt chemſclyag; 
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at ſuch Vcſtry meetings , where they make ſuch payment andallowance to one anocher i] 
they pleaſe, wherby the Pariſh money is much ſpear and waſted , and no Accompr eee) 
thetot tothe Inhabitants of the ſayd Pariſh. TP "1 


4-. \Thar they fell and barter che ſcars in the Church at great Rates, from twenty: (hifi! 


lings to foureſcore pound a ſeate, und (ſorntimes to ſtrangers living in other places ) forty Pl} 
lives, whereby many of the Inhabicants who pzye Rates and Taxcs for the Maintenance 
Teflimons The Miniſtergand reperation of the Chuich, have'no places or ſeats in the Pariſh Churchzbup 
-was given to; .are forced to ſtand during the Sermon , or are exciuied, nar doe they appoynt Charchy 

the Reſeress dens to oder the Sexes of he Church as in ll other Pariſhes of Eoglang Is wledigl 
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pzrſons of Honour and Credit, aſwell tint 
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igh Court of Chancery, and obſerved and obey 

y the Supream Avthoricy of this Nation, =oogel 

that or the like effet, oY 
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""Upon the Preſenting of this Report tohis Highneſſe by Mr. Bacon the Maſter of 
queſts, is was ordered as followeth. A 
His Hegbneſſe Referreth this Report and the matter therein, to the confderation 

; and Order of the Council. - Mm 
Aug. 16. 1655. Nath. Bacon. 
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T he humble Requeſt of the Tubabitants of Covent Garden 80 his Highmes and (onncil #, 


Thar ſuch Perſons who have been any wayes guilty of the marters complained of, m ay be forthwith res Yi 
mocycs outof che Veſttcy, and all choſe whe have fingered any Pariſh money may be enforc'd to give 2 j E 
and legall account, and thatſome certaine eguall rules concerning all Aﬀeſſements, and the Sears in che BB &: 
Charch,may be canftieuted for the time co come,and ſuch honeſt and wel afcRed Perſons appointed co pur -; 

in execution the ſame,as to juſtice and good conſcience ſhall ſeeme micer. And this they humbly beg, may 4 

be don wich more ſpred,in regard thoſe of the Veſtry zt this preſent do preſume notwichſtanding rheſecom» 7 
plaints depending before hie Highnefle andQouacill,to uſe all indire& meanes to enforce che Petitioners to 
yeeld obedience co the things Comptarncd of : andin order ©o thar have lately procured no lefle then threa | 
hundred vexatious Warrants againſt them, waſting upon all occaſions the Parith mony. Dy 


